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By Rosa Stolz

A five-and-a-half-year-old
Dutch child, hidden from the
Nazis by a Catholic family
between 1943 and 1945, re-
turned to The Netherlands as
an adult for a special presen-
tation from Israel’s Yad
Vashem, honoring the fam-
ily that saved his life.

On Sept. 3, John
Koenigsberg, a central Ohio
resident for the past 37 years,
and longtime member of
Congregation Tifereth Israel,
participated in the ceremony
recognizing Johannes
Hubertus Theodorus
Snijckers and his wife Anna
Elisabeth Snijckers, posthu-
mously, as “Righteous
Among the Nations.” The
ceremony included remarks
by B. Wesly, consul to the
Israeli Embassy and Chair-
man of the Dutch Jewish
Community of Maastricht,
and a personal tribute from
John Koenigsberg. A spe-
cially struck Yad Vashem
medal and an engraved
plaque were presented by His
Excellency Harry Kney-Tal,
Ambassador of Israel, to
Tonny Ritzen Snijckers,
who accepted the honor on
behalf of her parents. Tonny
is the sole surviving child of
the Snijckers.

Koenigsberg, who trav-
eled with his wife Beverly,
daughters Tami Mandel and
Lisa Gill, and son Steven, first
talked about his life as a
young Jewish boy in
Amsterdam during the Holo-
caust, when he told his story
to Steven Spielberg’s Shoah
Foundation. For the past 3
years, Koenigsberg has been
engaged in the lengthy pro-
cess of collecting and sub-
mitting comprehensive his-
torical documentation re-
quired for the Snijckers fam-

RIGHTEOUS AMONG NATIONS

Preserving a single soul
ily to be honored by Yad
Vashem.

The Snijckers families and
their descendants join the
“Righteous Among the Na-
tions” family, coming from
44 countries, Christian and
Muslim. Nearly 5,000 Dutch
citizens played a role, at
great personal risk, in pro-
tecting and saving the lives
of Jewish citizens during the
Second World War. As a last-

ing monument to their cour-
age and humanity, the
Snijckers’ names will be
added to the Wall of Honor
of Yad Vashem in Jerusalem.

In spring 1943, 5-year-old
John Koenigsberg was
brought to the home of
Johannes (called Thei) and
Anna (called Bertha)
Snijckers by members of the
Dutch Resistance. John
(called Johnny by the
Snijckers) was lovingly ac-
cepted by “Mama and Papa”
Snijckers as their fifth child,
and was welcomed by the
couple’s children as their
little brother. The family hid
Koenigsberg despite the per-

sonal danger befalling citi-
zens harboring Jews in occu-
pied Holland. Koenigsberg
attended Catholic primary
school while under the pro-
tection of the Snijckers, and
only the headmaster knew
about Koenigsberg’s real
identity.

In September 1944,
Limburg Provence (southern
Holland) was liberated and
in May 1945, all of The

Netherlands was set free.
Koenigsberg’s parents sur-
vived the war and they were
reunited in 1945. His father
Bernard had been active in
the Dutch resistance and his
mother, Sally, spent two
years in hiding. In 1949, a
second son, David, was born.
In 1953, the Koenigsberg
family immigrated to
America.

John Koenigsberg has
served as a Holocaust
speaker and advisor, volun-
teering for Jewish Family
Services and the Columbus
Jewish Federation. He is co-
chair of Hazak, Congrega-
tion Tifereth Israel’s 55+ So-

cial Organization.
Yad Vashem was estab-

lished shortly after the State
of Israel won its indepen-
dence. Its chief mission is to
commemorate the murder of
6 million innocent Jews in
the Shoah. Yad Vashem col-
lects testimonies from survi-
vors in order to identify and
honor those valiant human
beings, who demonstrated re-
sourcefulness and courage in
confronting the Nazi murder-
ous machine.

A person can be consid-
ered for the title of “Righ-
teous Among the Nations”
when the data on hand
based on survivor testi-
mony or other documenta-
tion, clearly demonstrates
that a non-Jewish person
risked his or her life, free-
dom, and safety, in order to
rescue one or several Jews
from the threat of death or
deportation without exact-
ing monetary compensa-
tion or other rewards. This
applies equally to rescuers
who have since passed
away. On the certificate
given to Yad Vashem hon-
orees are inscribed the
words of the Jerusalem Tal-
mud Sanhedrin (23 a-b),
words sett ing up a high
moral norm for humankind.

 For this reason was man
created alone,

To teach that whosoever
destroys a single soul,

It is as though he has de-
stroyed an entire world,

And whosoever preserves
a single soul,

It is as though he has pre-
served an entire world...

Rosa Stolz is a non-profit
marketing and communica-
tions professional, and a
member of Congregation
Tifereth Israel.

Tonny Snijckers and John Koenigsberg pause inside the
Synagogue of Maastricht, where the ceremony was held.

Local resident John Koenigsberg traveled re-
cently to The Netherlands to honor the Snijckers
family who hid him from the Nazis. The house
where he was hidden (top, second from l.)
looked down the hill where residents could
clearly see German soldiers in bunkers with
anti-aircraft guns.
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